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a b s t r a c t

A series of some A3B type mesoporphyrinic compounds were synthesized with superior yields using
the microwave irradiation. The prepared compounds were characterized by elemental analysis, FT-IR,
UVeVis, NMR and EPR spectroscopy, which fully confirmed their structures. The spectral molecular
absorption properties of the porphyrinic compounds were studied in different solvents and the influ-
ence of the solvent polarity on the absorbance maxima was described. Fluorescence emission and
singlet oxygen formation quantum yields were evaluated for A3B type mesoporphyrinic compounds and
compared with the corresponding symmetrical compounds, revealing high yields for the metal free
compounds, followed by the zinc derivatives. The copper mesoporphyrinic compounds are not emissive
and only evidence residual capacity for singlet oxygen formation. In order to establish their future
potential in biomedical application preliminary toxicological studies, consisting of viability and
proliferation of living cells in the presence of the unsymmetrical mesoporphyrinic compounds, were
performed in the dark, on a standard cell line of human Caucasian histiocytic lymphoma (U937). The
obtained results indicate a very low or no cytotoxicity at all for all compounds under study. Therefore
further testing with light activation protocols is recommended in future work.

� 2012 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

In the last decades a great interest was directed towards fluores-
cence probes, having structures that mimic naturally occurring
compounds. Porphyrins, due to their unique photophysical and
photochemical properties, can easily be turned into promising
candidates to be used both as fluorescent markers and as agents for
photodynamic therapy [1e13]. The ideal molecule to be used as
sensitizer or marker should have convenient emission in the photo-
therapeutic window (w600e900 nm) [1,3,4,7], high quantum yield
of singlet oxygengeneration, relatively highfluorescence lifetime and
low level of dark toxicity. The subcellular localization of porphyrins
plays amajor role in theirbiomedical efficiency. The cellularaffinityof
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a porphyrinic compound is governed by its amphiphilic character,
which depends on the regiochemical arrangement of hydrophobic
and hydrophilic meso-substituents in the structure. That is why our
research was directed towards obtaining novel mesoporphyrinic
compounds, simultaneously being amphiphilic and having suitable
physicalechemical properties [14e18]. This paper presents the
synthesis of some A3B type mesoporphyrinic compounds: 5-(2-
hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin
(TCMPOHO), Cu(II)-5-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-carboxy-
methylphenyl) porphyrin (Cu(II)TCMPOHO) and Zn(II)-5-(2-
hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin
(Zn(II)TCMPOHO) (Scheme 1), using microwave irradiation assisted
synthesis.

Before being investigated in connectionwith their effect on living
cells and/or tissues, the novel compounds need to be properly char-
acterized, namely in what respects their physical-chemical proper-
ties, including the determination of its photophysical parameters
[19e27]. Therefore, the study of the ground state absorption, fluo-
rescence emission (quantumyields and lifetimes) and singlet oxygen
generation quantum yields was performed for all compounds
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Scheme 1. Structures of the unsymmetrical (A3B type) and symmetrical (A4) meso-
porphyrinic compounds used in this study.

L.F. Vieira Ferreira et al. / Dyes and Pigments 95 (2012) 296e303 297
synthesized and for the corresponding symmetrical compounds,
5,10,15,20-mesotetrakis(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin (TCMP)
and M(II)-5,10,15,20-mesotetrakis(4-carboxymethylphenyl) (M(II)
TCMP) in order to be compared. Also, the A3B type mesoporphyrinic
compounds were evaluated in terms of their cytotoxicity.

2. Experimental

2.1. Materials and equipment

Commercially available chemicals and solvents were used as
received from SigmaeAldrich and Merck. For the microwave
assisted synthesis we used a Clatronic MWG775H type
temperature-controlled microwave oven. The elemental analysis of
C, H and N was performed with an automatic Carlo Erba 1108
analyzer. IR spectra were recorded with an FT-IR 400D Nicolet
Impact spectrophotometer. The substances under analysis, previ-
ously dried for 24 h at 150 �C, were processed as KBr pellets of
spectroscopic purity. The spectra were recorded within the range
4000e500 cm�1. The absorption spectra were recorded with
a Camspec M501 single beam scanning UV/Visible spectropho-
tometer at room temperature and in the spectral range of
200e1100 nm. The porphyrin solutions were freshly prepared in
the spectrally pure solvents at the concentration 2.5 � 10�6 M and
kept in dark until the measurement to prevent photodegradation.
The NMR spectra were recorded with a 400 MHz Bruker NMR
Spectrometer. EPR spectra of the copper complex were recorded
using an ART-6 spectrometer, operating in the X band (9.01 GHz),
equipped with a 100 kHz field modulation unit.

2.2. Synthesis of A3B type mesoporphyrinic compounds

2.2.1. Synthesis of 5-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-
carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin (TCMPOHO)

Methyl 4-formylbenzoate (4.92 g, 0.03 mol), redistilled 2-
hydroxybenzaldehyde (1.04 mL, 0.01 mol), fresh distilled pyrrole
(2.76 mL, 0.04 mol) and 4e5 g of Silica gel 60 (200e500 mm, 35e70
mesh) were mixed at room temperature in a Pyrex bottle. The
mixture reaction was subsequently subjected to microwave irra-
diation for 10 min at 170 �C and 450 W. The extraction of the
samples for synthesis monitoring was performed every 2 min
during the irradiation, and the presence of the porphyrinic
compounds in the sample was assessed by thin layer chromatog-
raphy and UVeVis spectroscopy. Thin layer chromatography
(dichloromethane/diethyl ether 50:1 v/v) of the crude product
revealed presence of a mixture six isomers (A4, A3B, A2B2(cis and
trans), AB3 and B4etype) with high percent of the 5-(2-
hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin
(A3B isomer). Upon reaction completion, the final product was
dissolved in dichloromethane/diethyl ether (50:1, v/v) and filtered
in order to further purify the mesoporphyrinic compounds. The
solvent was removed under reduced pressure and the crude
product was purified by repeated column chromatography elution,
using dichloromethane/diethyl ether (50:1, v/v) as eluent and silica
gel (100e200 mesh size) as stationary phase. A3B isomer was the
second band that passes through the chromatographic column, the
first band containing A4 isomer (5,10,15,20-mesotetrakis(4-
carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin). In order to comparative evalu-
ation the first two isomers were separed and characterized. The
final mesoporphyrinic compoundswas obtained by preparative TLC
(2 mm Silica gel 60 plates were used). The obtained yield was 33%
for A3B isomer and 48% for A4 isomer. For 5,10,15, 20-mesotetrakis-
(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin analitical data was identical
with those prevously reported [28]. Elemental analysis for
C50H36N4O7: calculated C 74.62, H 4.47, N 6.96; found C 74.44, H
4.35, N 6.78. The chemical shifts of the NMR signals for the
TCMPOHO are as follows: 1H-NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3), dH ppm -2.75
(s, 2H), 4.15 (s, 9H), 5.12 (s, 1H), 7.08 (m, 1H), 7.37 (m, 1H), 7.42 (m,
1H), 7.75 (m, 1H), 8.32 (d, J ¼ 8.0 Hz, 6H), 8.48 (d, J ¼ 8.0 Hz, 6H),
8.86 (d, J ¼ 4.7 Hz, 6H), 8.95 (d, J ¼ 4.7 Hz, 2H).

13C-NMR (400MHz, CDCl3), dC ppm 53.2, 66.9,114.8,120.2,121.0,
121.9, 128.2, 134.5, 135.4, 145.0, 146.9, 150.9. IR (KBr): 3413, 3314,
2920, 2850, 1717, 1606, 1495, 1434, 1273, 1102, 982, 866, 798, 758.
UVeVis (lmax (nm)) in CH2Cl2: 419.1, 514.6, 549.1, 589.2, 646.1.

2.2.2. Synthesis of M(II)-5-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-
carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin [M(II) TCMPOHO, M ¼ Zn, Cu]

2-hydroxybenzaldehyde freshly distilled (1.04 mL, 0.01 mol),
methyl 4-formyl benzoate (4.92 g, 0.03 mol), freshly distilled
pyrrole (2.76 mL, 0.04moli), anhydrous copper chloride (1.344 g,
0.01 mol), and 4e5 g of Silica gel 60 (200e500 mm, 35e70 mesh) in
the presence of 2,6-dimethylpyridine (1 mL) were irradiated in
a Pyrex bottle by a microwave oven at 180 �C, 475W for 10min. The
extent of the complexation reaction was monitored by TLC and
UVeVis spectroscopy. TLC analysis on silica gel, using a dichloro-
methane/diethyl ether mixture as eluent, allowed us to identify
a number of six isomeric metalloporfirins (A4, A3B, A2B2(cis and
trans), AB3 and B4etype) in the final reaction mixture.

In order to separate compounds of interest, the crude product
was first dissolved in dichloromethane/diethyl ether (50:1 v/v),
then filtered and finally purified by column chromatography,
repeated elution, using silica gel (100e200 mesh size) as stationary
phase and dichloromethane/diethyl ether (50:1, v/v) as eluent. The
first two metalloporphyrinic isomers (A4 and A3B type) were
separed for this study. The solution of the porphyrinic complexes
was concentrated under reduced pressure and the obtained violet
crystals were dried at z100 �C for 12 h. The obtained yields were
40% for Cu(II)TCMPOHO.

The preparation of the Zn(II)TCMPOHO was similar to that of
Cu(II)TCMPOHO, using anhydrous zinc chloride. Zn(II)-5-(2-
hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin
was obtained with a yield of 38%. Zn(II)TCMP and Cu(II)TCMP were
obtaining with a yields about 55% and physico-chemical charac-
teristics was identical with those prevously reported [14,15].

Elemental analysis for C50H34N4O7Zn: calculated C 69.21, H 3.92,
N 6.45; found C 69.06, H 3.84, N 6.31. The chemical shifts and the
multiplicities of the 1H-NMR signals for the Zn(II)TCMPOHO,
besides important adjacent data provided by 13C-NMR, are as
follows: 1H-NMR (400MHz, CDCl3), dH ppm 4.14 (s, 9H), 5.12 (s, 1H),
7.08 (m, 1H), 7.37 (m, 1H), 7.42 (m, 1H), 7.75 (m, 1H), 8.32 (d,
J ¼ 8.0 Hz, 6H), 8.48 (d, J ¼ 8.0 Hz, 6H), 8.86 (d, J ¼ 4.7 Hz, 6H), 8.95
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(d, J ¼ 4.7 Hz, 2H). 13C-NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3), dC ppm: 53.3, 114.8,
120.3, 121.1, 121.9, 128.2, 134.5, 135.5, 145.0, 147.0, 150.9.

IR (KBr): 3414, 2921, 2851, 1720, 1606, 1486, 1435, 1273, 1101,
995, 867, 794, 762. UVeVis (lmax (nm)) in CH2Cl2: 420.6, 548.2,
586.0.

Elemental analysis for C50H34N4O7Cu: calculated C 69.32, H 3.93,
N 6.47; found C 69.22, H 3.80, N 6.36. IR (KBr): 3414, 2921, 2852,
1720, 1608, 1486, 1435, 1274, 1102, 999, 867, 797. UVeVis (lmax
(nm)) in CH2Cl2: 416.0, 539.8. The EPR parameters evaluated for the
Cu(II)TCMPOHO are: gjj ¼ 2.172, gt ¼ 2.050, Ajj ¼ 202 � 10�4 cm�1,
At ¼ 30 � 10�4 cm�1.
2.3. Dark cytotoxicity tests

The preliminary toxicological studies in the presence of the
unsymmetrical mesoporphyrinic compounds consisted in viability
and proliferation studies performed on the standard cell line of
human Caucasian histiocytic lymphoma U937.

2.3.1. Cell line and culture conditions
U937 cell line was purchased from ECACC (catalog no.

85011440) and cultured in RPMI 1640 medium supplemented with
100U/mL penicillin, 0.1 mg/mL streptomycin, 0.25 mg/mL ampho-
tericin, 2 mM glutamine and 10% fetal bovine serum. The cells were
maintained at 37 �C in a 5% CO2 humid atmosphere for standard
cultivation and during all the toxicological tests.

2.3.2. Sample preparation
The mesoporphyrinic compounds solutions were handled in

sterile conditions. 10 mM stock solutions of the compounds to be
tested were prepared in DMSO by sonication at 22000 Hz for 30 s.
For the toxicological tests the solutions were further diluted in
RPMI 1640 culture medium for the toxicological tests in the range
1.25e40 mM. For the viability and the proliferation test assay, the
cells (cell density 5 � 10�4 cells/mL) were incubated with each of
the tested concentrations for 2, 24 and 48 h. A cellular control
consisting in unloaded/untreated U937 cells was used for every
replicate of the tests, corresponding to each incubation time.

2.3.3. Viability and proliferation assays
For cellular viability we have used lactate dehydrogenase (LDH)

release test [29], using CytoTox 96� Non-Radioactive Cytotoxicity
Test (Promega). For testing cell proliferation by means of the
tetrazolium salt (MTS) reduction test [30], we have used CellTiter
96� AQeous One Solution Cell Proliferation Assay kit (Promega).
Briefly, at end of each incubation time with the mesoporphyrinic
complexes, the cell supernatants were collected for LDH test whilst
the cell sediment was used for MTS assay. Results were expressed
as triplicate’s mean of optical density (OD) � SD.
2.4. Fluorescence lifetime determinations

Fluorescence lifetimes were determined using Easylife V�
equipment from OBB (Lifetime range from 100 ps to 3 ms). This
technique uses pulsed light sources from different LEDs (310 nm in
this case) and measures fluorescence intensity at different time
delays after the excitation pulse. In this case, 590 nm cut-off filters
were used at emission both for solution and for solid samples,
depending on the sample under study. The instrument response
function was measured using a Ludox scattering solution. FelixGX
software from OBB was used for fitting and analysis of the decay
dynamics, 1 to 4 exponentials and also a lifetime distribution
analysis [31], the Exponential Series Method (ESM).
2.5. Laser-induced luminescence (LIL)

The schematic diagram of the LIL system is presented in
reference [32]. A N2 laser (PTI model 2000, ca. 600 ps FWHM,
w1.0 mJ per pulse), was used in laser-induced luminescence
experiments. In this case the excitation wavelength was 337 nm.
The light arising from the irradiation of the samples by the laser
pulse was collected by a collimating beam probe coupled to an
optical fibre (fused silica) and detected by a gated intensified
charge coupled device Andor ICCD, model i-Star 720. The ICCDwas
coupled to a fixed compact imaging spectrograph (Andor, model
Shamrock 163). The system can be used either by capturing all
light emitted by the sample or in a time-resolved mode. The ICCD
has high speed gating electronics (about 2.3 ns) and intensifier
and cover at least the 250e950 nm wavelength range. Time-
resolved absorption and emission spectra are available in a time
range from nanoseconds to seconds. With this set-up, both fluo-
rescence and phosphorescence spectra were easily available by
the use of the variable time gate width and start delay facilities of
the ICCD.

2.6. Quantum yield of singlet oxygen determinations

The singlet oxygen measurement set-up was assembled in our
laboratory. As an excitation source we use the nitrogen laser as
described in 2.5. The detector is an InGaAs CCD (model i-Dus from
Andor) working at low temperature (�60 �C) coupled to a fixed
spectrograph, model Shamrock 163i also from Andor. Long pass
filters were used to totally exclude the excitation radiation from
reaching the detector (LFP1000 or LFP1100 from CVI Lasers).

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Chemistry

All the reactions in this paper have been successfully repeated
several times with identical results and the physical chemical
features for all mesoporphyrinic compounds are identical. All the
newly synthesized compounds are soluble in organic solvents such
as: ethanol, iso-propanol, dimethylsulfoxide, chloroform, dime-
thylformamide and dichloromethane.

1H-NMR spectrum of the TCMPOHO shows the single peak at
about �2.75 ppmwhich confirm the presence of the eNH group in
porphyrinic core. The comparative study of 1H-NMR data of
asymmetrical mesoporphyrinic ligand and its zinc complex reveals
the absence of this signal, indicating the involvement of both
nitrogen atoms of porphyrinic ring in the coordination after
deprotonation. The remained 1H-NMR signals are displayed with
perfect equivalence for the TCMPOHO and Zn(II)TCMPOHO, proving,
as expected, that the influence of the central metal ion is restrained
to the core, with no influence on the peripheral substituents.
Instead, the asymmetry of those substituents exercise an obvious
influence on the b pyrrolic positions, due to the 400 MHz NMR
capacity, segregating the signals in two categories, for the positions
2,18 e d value is 8.95 ppm and for the positions 3,7,8,12,13,17 e d is
8.86 ppm, respectively. The strong peripheral asymmetry is
revealed also by the different free positions in the benzene
substituted rings, and by the signals for the proton of the eOH
group at 5.12 ppm vs. the 9 protons for three eCOOCH3 groups at
4.15 ppm.

IR spectrum of TCMPOHO shows a medium band at 3314 cm�1

assigned to the NeH stretching vibration of the porphyrinic core,
which disappears on complexation and could be due to the coordi-
nation of both nitrogen atoms of the porphyrinic core to the metal
centers. The presence of theeOH functional group in the structure of
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Fig. 1. Ground state absorption spectra of a) TCMPOHO, b) Cu(II)TCMPOHO and c) Zn(II)TCMPOHO in chloroform.
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the compounds TCMPOHO, Zn(II)TCMPOHO and Cu(II)TCMPOHO is
responsible for the appearance of a large band at about 3414 cm�1

assigned to OeH stretching vibration. The IR spectrum of the
asymmetric porphyrinic compounds clearly indicates the presence
of the -O-CH3 group in the spectral range 2850e2852 cm�1. The
bands of the compounds in the spectral range of 1717e1720 cm�1

are assigned to C]O stretching vibration. In addition, in the IR
spectra of the asymmetric porphyrinic compounds the strong
absorption band at about 1274 cm�1 can be attributed to the CeO
groups. Other bands observed in the higher wavenumber region
(w2920 cm�1) are due to the stretching vibrational motion of CeH
bond of the porphyrin ring. Also, the band at about 1435 cm�1

includes the CeH stretching of the pyrrole rings and the bands
at w1608 cm�1 and 1486e1495 cm�1 can be assigned to CeN
stretching vibrations.

EPR spectra of the Cu(II)TCMPOHo was recorded on powders at
room temperature. The spectroscopic values obtained by EPR
spectra of the copper asymmetrical mesoporphyrinic complex are
close to those presented in the literature and are characteristic for
Cu(II) in square planar surroundings with D4h symmetry [33,34]. In
fact, in order to get the Cu(II) inclusion in ligand two protons
bonded to nitrogens have to be removed from the inner part of the
porphyrinic ligand, leading to complexes with higher symmetry of
the coordination geometry (from D2h for the metal free ligands to
Table 1
Maximum wavelength and molar absorptivity of the porphyrinic compounds in differen

Solvent lmax (nm) [logε (L mol�1 cm�1)]

Soret B(0,0) Qy (1,0)

5-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin
EtOH 416.6 [5.562] 513.2 [4.237]
i-PrOH 418.0 [5.594] 513.9 [4.261]
CHCl3 420.1 [5.445] 514.1 [4.151]
CH2Cl2 419.1 [5.658] 514.6 [4.306]
DMF 419.4 [5.628] 514.6 [4.290]
DMSO 420.8 [5.613] 515.4 [4.267]
Zn(II)-5-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin
EtOH 425.0 [5.631] e

i-PrOH 426.1 [5.613] e

CHCl3 426.0 [5.627]
CH2Cl2 420.6 [5.602] e

DMF 428.0 [5.603] e

DMSO 430.5 [5.608] e

Cu(II)-5-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-10,15,20etris(4-carboxymethylphenyl) porphyrin
EtOH 413.4 [5.665] e

i-PrOH 414.5 [5.662] e

CHCl3 416.5 [5.676]
CH2Cl2 416.0 [5.593] e

DMF 417.0 [5.633] e

DMSO 420.8 [5.582] e
D4h for any of the Cu(II) complex). Also, the gjj value (gjj < 2.3)
indicates a covalent character of the CueN bonds in the Cu(II)
TCMPOHo [35].

3.2. Photochemical characterization

3.2.1. Ground state UVeVisible spectral characterization
Ground state absorption spectra of all dyes in chloroform are

presented in Fig. 1.
The maximum wavelengths and molar absorptivity of the

asymmetrical mesoporphyrinic compounds synthesized in this
work are presented in Table 1.

The electronic absorption spectrum of the TCMPOHO display
a typical Soret band, peaking at 415e421 nm, followed by the four
Q-bands located in the spectral range of 512e648 nm, depending
on the solvent. The decrease in the number of Q bands in the
UVeVis absorption spectra of the porphyrinic complexes studied in
this paper is the consequence of the metal ion inclusion in the free
base ligand. Thus, the molecular electronic spectra of Zn(II)
TCMPOHO, exhibited one Soret band in the spectral range of
423e431 nm accompanied by two Q bands, respectively in the
556e562 nm and 597e602 nm spectral range. The copper por-
phyrinic complexes shows a Soret band in the 413e421 nm region
and a single Q band in the spectral range of 538e544 nm.
t solvents (c ¼ 2.5 � 10�6 M).

Qy (0,0) Qx (1,0) Qx (0,0)

547.0 [3.889] 588.9 [3.720] 647.0 [3.574]
548.0 [3.884] 589.2 [3.740] 647.8 [3.574]
549.0 [3.793] 589.2 [3.785] 648.6 [3.556]
549.1 [3.903] 589.2 [3.796] 646.1 [3.628]
549.0 [3.916] 590.0 [3.740] 646.6 [3.677]
549.4 [3.889] 590.0 [3.720] 646.7 [3.628]

557.5 [4.169] 598.0 [3.593] e

557.8 [4.218] 598.0 [3.726] e

555.5 [4.191] 592.5 [3.910]
548.2 [4.251] 586.0 [3.542] e

559.7 [4.170] 600.0 [3.781] e

561.1 [4.225] 601.8 [3.903] e

537.5 [4.274] e e

538.0 [4.328] e e

540.5 [4.284]
539.8 [4.244] e e

539.7 [4.310] e e

543.3 [4.326] e e
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Fig. 2. Fluorescence emission spectra of a) TCMPOHO and b) Zn(II)TCMPOHO in chloroform.
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According to Gouterman’s theory [36], the Soret band is result of
a1u (p) / eg (p*) transition and Q bands corresponding to the a2u
(p) / eg (p*) transition. Comparing the UVeVis spectra corre-
sponding to the zinc porphyrinic complexes versus copper por-
phyrinic complexes (as can be seen in Table 1) the blue shift of the
spectral bands of the copper complex was evidenced. In agreement
with Gouterman’s theory, this blue shift of the Soret and Q bands
could originate from the stronger conjugation effects that occur
between the Cu(II) orbitals and the p electrons of the tetrapyrrolic
ring, effects that cause a decrease the energy of the a1u (p) and a2u
(p) orbitals relative to the eg (p*) orbitals with increased the energy
available for electron transitions [36].

The analysis of spectral data obtained from UVeVis spectra of
the porphyrinic compounds studied in this paper reveals changes
in the relative positions of the Soret band and the Q bands,
depending on the solvent polarity. Thus, in the case of the
TCMPOHO, the Soret band is bathochromically shifted by about
5 nm, while for the corresponding complexes with cooper and zinc
this shift is larger (about 7 nm), with decreasing solvent polarity.
The changes in Soret and Q bands can be associated with the
solvent polarity and reflects the physical interaction between the
porphyrinic substituents and the solvent molecule. The spectral
changes that appear for the compounds TCMPOHo, Zn(II)
TCMPOHo, Cu(II)TCMPOHo diluted in protic solvents can be
attributed to both the hyperconjugation effect of the hydrox-
yphenyl group (the asymmetry element) and the hydrogen bonds
between the solvent molecules and the functional groups in the
meso positions of the porphyrinic macrocycle.

3.2.2. Fluorescence emission spectra and fluorescence lifetime
decays

Fig. 2 presents the laser induced fluorescence emission spectra
of TCMP, Zn(II)TCMP, TCMPOHO, and Zn(II)TCMPOHO in chloroform.
By comparison with TPP [37] and ZnTPP as references, the fluo-
rescence quantum yields (FF) were obtained in chloroform.
Table 2
Fluorescence emission quantum yields, singlet oxygen formation quantum yields
and fluorescence lifetimes for the mesoporphyrinic under study.

Compound FD in CHCl3 FF in CHCl3 Lifetime (ns) c2

Phenazine 0.84 e e e

TPP 0.40 0.11 9.5 1.09
ZnTPP 0.23 0.04 2.2 1.04
TCMP 0.49 0.11 9.2 1.06
Cu(II)TCMP 0.04 0 0 0
Zn(II)TCMP 0.43 0.06 1.9 1.16
TCMPOHo 0.39 0.07 9.2 1.14
Cu(II)TCMPOHo 0.12 0.004 2.0 0.94
Zn(II)TCMPOHo 0.27 0.03 2.0 1.39
As we can see in Table 2, we also determined the fluorescence
lifetimes for all compounds in chloroform. Fig. 3 shows the lifetime
decays of the porphyrins TCMPOHo and Zn(II)TCMPOHO as an
example. A mono-exponential decay was observed for all dyes
suggesting the existence of a single fluorescing species present in
all cases. The trend exhibited by the fluorescence lifetimes (Table 2)
is in reasonable agreement with the fluorescence quantum yields
trend for all compounds under study.

3.2.3. Singlet oxygen quantum yields
To evaluate the photosensitizing efficacy of the porphyrins, the

singlet oxygen formation quantum yields (FD) were measured.
Phenazinewas used as the standard for the determination of the FD

[38]. In Fig. 4 we can see the singlet oxygen emission spectra of
some sensitizers used in this work (Fig. 5).

All these significative parameters, including singlet oxygen
formation quantum yields four all the porphyrins under study are
summarized in Table 2.

As Table 2 shows, Cu(II) inclusion in the porphyrin highly
reduces the fluorescence emission. This effect is due to the
copper presence which increases the non-radiative decay of the
excited singlet state of the porphyrin [39], decreasing at the same
time the quantum yield of singlet oxygen formation, which
involves the triplet excited state of the porphyrin. Both metal free
and zinc porphyrins are good singlet oxygen generators with
quantum yield values ranging from 0.27 to 0.49 in chloroform.
The TCMP porphyrin displayed the highest quantum yield
compared to the other porphyrin derivatives. Metal free
porphyrin exhibits a very reasonable fluorescence quantum yield
of emission (FF ¼ 0.07 and 0.11) as well as a long lifetime
(sF ¼ 9.2 ns), which points to be used as a diagnostic tool for the
detection of cancer cells [40].
3.3. Viability and proliferation in vitro tests

It is well known that photosensitizer agents tend to accumulate
mainly in the tumor tissue in a higher extent relative to the
surrounding health tissue and their fluorescing properties may be
used for cancer detection [7,41]. To explore whether a chemical
entity like a porphyrin structure could act as a tissue marker based
on its fluorescence characteristics, the very first step is to establish
the dark cytotoxicity profile of the compound. In order to achieve
this essential step, the newly synthesized mesoporphyrinic
compounds were tested following short and long-term incubation
with U937 standard tumor cell line. The cellular viability and
proliferative capacity were assessed upon each round of cell incu-
bation with the novel porphyrins to evaluate the potential per se
cytotoxicity of the compounds.
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Fig. 3. Fluorescence lifetime decays of a) TCMPOHO and b) Zn(II)TCMPOHO in chloroform.
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Fig. 6. The proliferation of U937 cells incubated 2 h with TCMPOHo compounds series;
the MTS reduction reaction registered as OD at 492/620 nm.
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3.3.1. Short term cytotoxicity assessment
A short time incubation systemwith a porphyrin as applicant for

a photosensitizer is a prerequisite for its efficacy in tumor therapy
when a new therapeutic compound is to be obtained or its use for
an imagistic purpose is to be reached [42,43].
Fig. 5. The viability of U937 cells incubated 2 h with TCMPOHo compounds series; the
LDH release registered as OD at 492 nm.
Short term incubation (2 h) of U937 cells with all asymmetrical
mesoporphyrinic compounds resulted in no major influence on the
cellular viability in terms of LDH release, not even in high
concentration (40 mM), as the level of LDH release was actually
below the level of the control sample. Moreover, at short time
incubation, the cell multiplication capacity is not affected by the
porphyrinic compounds; we noticed even a slight stimulation of
Fig. 7. The viability of U937 cells incubated 24 h with TCMPOHo compounds series;
the LDH release registered as OD at 492 nm.



Fig. 8. The proliferation of U937 cells incubated 24 h with TCMPOHo compounds
series; the MTS reduction reaction registered as OD at 492/620 nm.
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proliferation at high doses (20e40 mM) for all the asymmetrical
mesoporphyrinic compounds (Fig. 6).

3.3.2. Long-term cytotoxicity evaluation
A prolonged incubation with the mesoporphyrinic compounds

“strikes twice” in giving an answer regarding whether there could
be a possible delayed cytotoxicity developed upon cells if the
photosensitizing aim is targeted or about their remanency in
cellular structures if a detection mean is sought. The results indi-
cate that the non-toxic properties of the newly mesoporphyrinic
compounds upon U937 cell line is maintained following 24 and
respectively 48h incubation; the MTS reduction tests performed by
metabolically active cells seem to follow a similar curve for both
series, with minor stimulation at high doses, mainly for TCMPOHo
and a slender inhibition of the cell proliferation at low doses (1.25
and 2.5 mM) for its Cu(II) and Zn(II) complexes (Figs. 7 and 8).
4. Conclusions

Novel asymmetrical mesoporphyrinic compounds were
synthesized by microwave assisted procedures in view of being
used in biomedical applications. The compounds were character-
ized by elemental analysis, UVeVis, FT-IR, NMR and EPR spectros-
copy, which confirmed the proposed structures. UVeVis spectra of
the compounds in solvents with increasing polarity resulted in
slight bathochromic shifts of both Soret and Q bands due to the
specific interactions between the porphyrinic substituents and the
solvent molecules.

Fluorescence emission quantum yields evaluated for all
porphyrins under study, revealed high yields for the metal free
compounds, followed by the zinc complex. The copper compounds
are non-emissive or exhibit a reduced emission. A similar pattern
was detected for singlet oxygen quantumyields of formation. These
latter values are a good indication for their use as possible useful
photosensitisers for photodynamic therapy. The newly meso-
porphyrinic compounds have an optimistic toxicological profile,
namely a lack of short term dark toxicity and only slight effect on
the proliferative capacity of U937 cell line.
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